Spleen length in childhood with ultrasound normal based on age at Tikur Anbessa Hospital.
Spleen is a hemopoetic organ which is capable of supporting elements of different systems. Determination of pathologic changes in size of spleen necessitates knowing the normal range of dimensions in healthy neonates, infant, and children. The study was done with the purpose of estimating normal spleen measurement in pediatric subjects. This is a cross-sectional prospective study conducted among children from birth up to 15 yrs at Black Lion and St. Paulos Hospital from May 2005 up to November 2005. Among 152 children 86 (56.6%) of the study subjects were males and the rest 66 (43.4%) were females. In addition 54 (35.5%) were above eight years and 98 (64.5%) were less than or equal to eight years. The average spleen size for children 0-3 and 3-6 months, 10-12 and 12-14 years were 5.6 cm, 6 cm, 11.2 cm and 11.97 cm respectively. The length of the spleen and left kidney are equivalent at birth and grow with almost equal rate with the age of the subject. The ratio of the spleen-to-left kidney is almost one at all age groups, which can be helpful in case there is doubt of splenomegally.